JOURNAL OF ARNOLD BENNETT
eligible for recruiting and able to go, remain. Miss Nerney said
the same. It was she who told me that Mrs. W. (parson's
wife) had said to a young man who offered certain sorts of help :
" You can only help in one way. You. can enlist." As parson's
wife, and familiar with the village, she knew or ought to have
known that the young man had a widowed mother depending
on him. Mrs. W. is a very decent woman, and that she
should have said such a thing shows how far the feeling of the
middle-classes will carry them.
Yesterday morning I wrote an article telling some incontro-
vertible truths about this recruiting question. Mrs. Sharpe
' agreed with every word of it ', but did not think it ought to be
published. Marguerite did not like it at all. Both were afraid
of it. I should not be at all surprised if the Daily News is
also afraid of it. In that case I shall probably send it to the
New Statesman.
Monday, August
Rickards x and I met H. in the street. Jaunty but gloomy.
He said there was only one thing ' to save this country ' — vastly
increased recruiting. When I said that soldiers could be had
quite easily if we would pay fairly for them, he at once said :
" Bounty ? Yes, the U.S.A. paid a bounty of £20." The usual
charitable idea, not a proper salary. He said it was the middle
classes that shirked, not the lower and not the upper. It did
not seem to occur to him that the whole organisation of the
army was such as to keep the middle-classes out of it — save as
privates.
Our young women, and M. paid another visit to another camp
yesterday. Officers wire appointments here, etc. They call
here in motors to make appointments. Good news yesterday,
as to moving of German troops from Western frontier. The
bill came for the British stand, between 5,000 and 6,000 losses,
but the news that they were thoroughly reinforced was good.
The girls came home with a positive statement from the camp
that 160,000 Russians were being landed in Britain, to be taken
to France, The Colonel had brought the news from Colchester.
The statement was so positive that at first I almost believed
it.   But after about an hour I grew quite sceptical.   Only the
Archangel route could have been used.   Think of the number
1 His old friend Edwin Rickards, a prominent architect.
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